Dot and the Kangaroo JR
Full Synopsis

It’'s 1815, or thereabouts, in the Blue Mountains region of New South Wales,
Australia. It’s a bright sunny morning at a remote cottage deep within the
Australian bush, where 8 year old Dot lives with her father Henry and older sister
Matilda. Henry recounts to Dot the story of how they’re family arrived in Australia
and how Dot’s mother died (“Overlette”).

With an adventurous spirit, Dot tries to convince her father to let her go exploring
in a nearby gulley. Henry tells Dot that she is too young to go into the dangerous
bush alone. He insists that they need to stick together as a family and that she
should stay close to the farm and help her sister with the chores (“Everything, But
Nothing Without You”). Henry promises that if all the chores are complete, they
can discuss the possibility of visiting the gulley together when he returns. Henry
leaves for work, to build a road through the mountains. Matilda ties Dot’s hair
back off her face using their mother’s special blue ribbon and tells her not to go
beyond the fence.

As Dot scrubs and cleans the pee- pots, she yearns for adventure and is frustrated
by always being told “No!” (“See the Country”). A small sugar-glider possum
appears. Dot is fascinated by this peculiar little creature that she has never seen
before. Scared by the sound of a horse the sugar-glider possum scampers away.
Dot follows the possum past the fence and chases it into the bush where it jumps
into the gully, opens its wings and gently glides to the ground. Dot, after teetering
on the edge of the gully, falls and tumbles down the steep embankment.
Disorientated, she calls for help. Lost and alone, Dot searches for her mother’s
blue ribbon that fell out during the tumble. While searching, she discovers some
special blue and eats a few. Suddenly a large red mother kangaroo appears and
begins talking to Dot. Amazed that they can understand one another, Mrs
Kangaroo explains that Dot must have eaten the magical healing Blue Mountain
Bush Berries that help all of the creatures of the bush listen and understand each
other. Mrs Kangaroo explains that she has been searching for her lost Joey. They
agree to help one another and it is decided they will ask for help at the waterhole,
where many birds gather at twilight. Dot walks too slow so Mrs Kangaroo allows
Dot to ride in her pouch so they can get to the waterhole quicker (“On Our Way”).

Arriving at the waterhole, the birds are initially frightened of Dot. They are used
to other humans coming down to the waterhole with guns. Larry Lorikeet, Mal
Magpie Goose and Wazza Waterheron explain to Dot how their mate Duncan the
Double-eyed Figparrot had been shot by humans. They ask Dot if she has any
mates that could help her. Dot doesn’t know what a mate is, so they teach her and
explain the importance of having a mate you can rely on and occasionally make



fun of, in a loving way (“Bottoms Up at the Waterhole”). With new found mates,
Larry, Wazza and Mal suggest Dot visits Platypus for help.

Dot once again travels inside Mrs Kangaroo’s pouch (“One Our Way - Reprise”).
Night falls and Mrs Kangaroo leads Dot to a sacred cave, where she suggests they
shelter for the night. Worried and frightened, Dot wishes to leave and get home to
her cottage and not stay out in the bush. Mrs Kangaroo, like Henry, explains that
the bush is a vast dangerous place and that she can take care of Dot, but she will
need to trust her. Dot asks how Joey went missing and Mrs Kangaroo recounts the
sad tragic events of Joey's disappearance. Mrs Kangaroo reassures Dot, like her
lost Joey, her family will always be with her whenever she casts her eyes to the
moon and stars (“The Lullaby”). Dot falls asleep nestled against Mrs Kangaroo.

As the sun rises, Dot discovers that Mrs Kangaroo is gone and a Kookaburra sitting
on top of her. Desperate to become a parent, Kookaburra, along with Koala, who
share a tree together, try to hatch Dot, so they may fulfil their dreams of having a
family together. Eventually, after Dot “hatches”, they are determined to feed her in
order to keep her alive and be successful parents. Kookaburra destroys a snake
and offers it to Dot for breakfast. Mrs Kangaroo returns with food for Dot just as
Kookaburra and Koala are attempting to teach Dot to fly by pushing her out of a
tree. Mrs Kangaroo explains that she asked if they could “watch” Dot, not “hatch”
her. Disgruntled, Kookaburra and Koala leave. Mrs Kangaroo and Dot once again
continue their journey to see Platypus (“On Our Way - Reprise 2”).

Arriving at the secluded creek home of Platypus, Dot is astounded by the strange
appearance of this unique creature. Offended by the centuries of endured
mockery, the Platypus has formed a defensive emotional exterior and transformed
into a wise and learned creature of celebrity status (“King of the Burrow”). Known
throughout the bush as having conquered adversity and human ignorance,
Platypus is astounded that Dot is not like the other humans. Charmed by Dot,
Platypus instructs Mrs Kangaroo to head for Echo Mountain, where the Council of
the Animals meet. He agrees to send word and to have the Council gather to
potentially help Dot find her lost way.

As Platypus leaves them to begin their journey to Echo Mountain, Dot and Mrs
Kangaroo encounter a flurry of animals running from danger. Learning that a pack
of Dingos are nearby, Dot and Mrs Kangaroo, in order to reach Echo Mountain,
must pass the Dingo camp. They set off quietly in order to avoid danger, but the
Dingoes hear Dot and Mrs Kangaroo and a dangerous, high-paced chase ensues
through the bush with the Dingoes snapping at Mrs Kangaroo's heels. After a long
chase with Dot in her pouch, Mrs Kangaroo grows tired. She hides Dot in a nearby
bush and bravely faces the Dingoes. Mrs Kangaroo manages to fend off one of the
dingoes, but realizes that the only escape will be to leap across the wide gorge to
safety. Proclaiming to Dot that she “will never leave another child alone ever
again”, she encourages Dot to climb into her pouch and bravely leaps across the



gorge and out of the Dingoes reach. They are finally safe, but Mrs Kangaroo is
badly injured.

Bravely, Dot ventures into the bush alone to find help for her beloved Kangaroo.
Dot stumbles across a bower made entirely of ferns and all things blue.
Bowerbirds Babs, Belle and Bree, along with their friend Peacock Paul welcome
Dot to their bower and are fascinated by the blue pinafore she wears. Dot pleads
with them to come and help her injured kangaroo, but, caught up in their own
priorities, Babs, Belle, Bree and Paul leave Dot to her own devices. They ignore
and exclaim that if you want something out here in the bush, you have to get it
yourself (“Ladies Lounge"). Other Bowerbirds arrive for a party and among the
din of squeals and revelry Dot spots some Blue Mountain Bush Berries. The
Bowerbirds agree to let Dot take the Berries if she will give them her blue
pinafore, which they mistake for blue feathers.

Berries in hand Dot races back to Mrs Kangaroo, who eats the berries. As night
falls, Mrs Kangaroo begins to heal and they fall asleep huddled closely together
once again. Dawn breaks and the Council of the Animals have arrived. All of the
bush creatures have assembled to discuss whether or not they should help this
human find her way home to her cottage (“Council of the Animals - Part 1”).
Many of the animals believe that humans have done the bush creatures wrong
and that Dot should not be helped. The creatures that Dot has met along the way
testify of Dot’s good nature and Mrs Kangaroo pleads as Dot’s defense. Finally,
Platypus, the most respected creature in the bush, arrives and pleads Dot's case
(“Council of the Animals - Part 2”). Dot recounts all of the lessons she has learned
whilst she has been lost (“Dot’s Testimony”) and the trial is passed over to the jury
who find Dot not guilty. Willie Wagtail, familiar with Dot’s cottage, reveals a blue
ribbon found in a nearby gully and agrees to lead Dot home. Dot rides in Mrs
Kangaroo’s pouch one last time.

Home at last, Dot and Mrs Kangaroo say farewell and Dot lets Mrs Kangaroo keep
her mother’s special blue ribbon (“See the Country - Reprise”). Distraught, Henry
and Matilda are shocked to see a Kangaroo on their farm and quickly try to shoo
her away. Dot returns to her family and explains that the Kangaroo looked after
her and that they shouldn't shoo her away. She explains to Henry that Mrs
Kangaroo has lost her child, just like he did. Curious, he goes into the cottage and
returns with a little baby Kangaroo that he found lost in the bush while searching
for Dot. Mrs Kangaroo and Joey are reunited (“Finale (Everything, But Nothing
Without You - Reprise)”).



